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TWO PEACE ANNIVERSARIES. 

The Christian Arbitration and Peace Society of Phila- 
delphia held its anniversary for business purposes at Phila- 
delphia, Feb. 26. George Dana Boardman, D. D., is 
President, and John B. Wood Secretary. It is proposed 
to send the Secretary on a European trip this spring, to 
represent and push International Arbitration abroad. A 
public meeting was held in Washington, D. C, by this 
Society in conjunction with the Arbitration League of 
Washington. We regret to learn of the serious illness of 
Dr. McMurdy, the able Secretary of the latter. 



PEACE MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

The Christian Peace and Arbitration Society held its 
public anniversary in Washington, D. C, March 4. The 
capacious Church of the Covenant, where the meeting 
was held, was about two-thirds filled, and among those 
present were Secretary Windom, Postmaster General 
Wanamaker, Senator Sherman, several members ot the 
Senate and House Conmittees on Foreign Relations, a 
number of the delegates to the Pan-American Conference, 
some of the members of the British, Chinese and Corean 
legations, and the Haytian minister, all of whom took 
a deep interest in the proceedings. 

Rev. Dr. T. S. Hamlin, pastor of the church, conducted 
the devotional exercises, after which he stated the object 
of their coming together and much desired to see the so- 
ciety successful. He then introduced Justice Harlan of 
the United States Supreme Court, as the presiding officer. 
In accepting the honor conferred he admitted his 
ignorance of the work of the societ}', but heartily indorsed 
its principles and purposes. He had received upon un- 
disputed authority the statement that within the last 
ninety years in Europe and America, 5,000,000 human 
beings have died through wars. He heartily favored 
peaceful arbitration in the settlement of differences 
between the nations, but Rev. George Dana Boardman, 
D. D.,of Philadelphia, president of the society and the 
leading speaker of the evening, was fully posted and 
qualified to speak upon the subject, and he presented that 
gentleman to the audience. 

Dr. Boardman delivered a long and able address. We 
have space for only a few extracts : 

"A nation is a person. Society is a moral organism, 
corresponding to the physical organism, which we call 
the body with its members. It follows that war, whether 
domestic or foreign, is social self-maiming. Indeed, it is 
just because we persist in conceiving society as a mechani- 
cal structure or at best a voluntary compact, rather than 
a physical organism, that we also persist in resorting to 
outward mechanics rather than to inward sympathy as our 
means for settling human quarrels. In fact, war is the 
culminating instance of making what St. Paul calls 
'schism in the body,' that is, rending asunder human 
society. 

"No man can go beyond me in profound honor and 
reverence for the patriotism which has led so many noble 
men to give their lives for their country in the years gone 
by. Nevertheless we are living under the Government 
of Almighty God. 

"The world has had enough of that ; we should go for- 
ward. War, foreign as well as civic, is as though the 
right foot should kick against the left, or the left hand 
should amputate the right. In fact, it is war which is the 



real stupidity ; it is peace which is the real sagacity. Be- 
lieve me, the time is fast passing by when thoughtful men 
will any longer cherish the sentimental tradition and bar- 
barous fancy that a question of national honor can really 
be settled by an appeal to gunnery, however elaborate. 

' 'But, if we believe that right and honor and truth are 
in their nature spiritual instead of carnal, then let the 
weapons of our warfare be also spiritual, not carnal ; so 
shall we become mighty before God to the casting down 
of strongholds. In brief, I nowhere read in the New Testa- 
ment of a beatitude for the warrior. But I do read of the 
beatitude for the peacemaker : 'Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called sons of God.' Peace — 
why, it is the very watchword of Christianity itself, its 
Divine Founder beginning His earthly career with the peace 
salutation of Bethlehem, and ending it with the peace 
valediction of Olivet. 

"Here, then, I take my stand as a Christian man. 
Solemnly believing that the policy of my Divine Master 
is a policy of peace, I as solemnly believe that my 
Divine Master is summoning earth's nations to a policy 
of disarmament. How they shall effect this disarmament 
— whether suddenly or gradually, whether separately or 
simultaneously — I do not presume to assert. But I do 
presume to assert, unhesitatingly and unqualifiedly, that 
the time has come when the nations should commit them- 
selves openly to the policy of disarmament." 

The speaker made a lengthy reference to the manner in 
which he believed that this great change could be brought 
about, and in concluding said : 

"God be praised, the signs of the times are auspicious. 
Note for example, the significant peace-address of the 
Secretary of State on the occasion of his opening the 
Pan-American conference in this city, and Senator Sher- 
man's concurrent resolution. 'To invite international 
arbitration as to differences between nations.' How 
blessedly significant also such modern expressions as 
these : 'International law ;' 'comity of nations ;' 'world's 
fairs ;' ' international congresses' for securing a common 
standard of time, of distance, of weight, of money, of 
signals ; a universal alphabet, and the like. As a matter 
of fact, Christianity — that is to say, Christ's character 
and manner — is the disarming force of the nations, the 
undying principle of mankind, bridging the rivers of 
languages, tunnelling the mountains of caste, dismantling 
the fortress of races, incorporating all human varieties 
into the one majestic temple body of humanity." 



UNIVERSAL PEACE CONGRESS, 1890. 

At the close of the Paris Congress held last June, 
it was resolved that another gathering of peacemakers, 
without distinction of creed or country, should be held 
this year. London has been selected as the place. 

An Executive Committee consisting of Hodgson Pratt, 
Chairman ; W. E. Darby, J. F. Green, Joint Secretaries ; 
Walter Hazell, Treasurer ; W. H. Sands, F. Moschelles, 
George Gillett, W. B. Braithwaite, Thomas Snape, F. 
G. Cash, Mrs. E. M. Southey and Miss Mills, has been 
appointed to take all the steps necessary to render the 
Congress successful. A circular will be sent out shortly 
to all known Societies in Europe and America, inviting 
them to co-operate, and offering a hearty welcome to 
such of their members as may be able to be present. 
The committee say: "It is desired that, so far as our 



